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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

This is a Final Office Action is responsive to Applicants' amendment filed on February 3, 2009. 
Claims 1, 10, 13-16 and 18-21 have been amended. Applicants' newly add claims 24-27. 
Claims 1-8, 10-16 and 18-22 are presented for further examination. Newly added claims 24-27 
are also presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-8, 10-16, 18-22 and 24-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by McDonnell et al (hereinafter, "McDonnell", U.S. Pub. No. 2001/0028313). 

As per claim 10, McDonnell discloses a method for configuring a set of distributed devices 
comprising: 

• providing to one or more of the distributed devices , via communication subsystems of 
the one or more distributed devices, a set of configuration data that configures the one or 
more distributed devices for performing measurement/control function (paragraphs 
0057-0058 and 0062); and 

• diffusing the provided configuration data among the distributed devices (paragraphs 
0057-0058, 0062 and 0068). 
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As per claim 18, McDonnell discloses a first device, comprising: 

• a measurement/control subsystem (paragraphs 0057-0058); 

• means for obtaining from a remotely-located configuration data source a set of 
configuration data that configures a second device, spaced apart from the first device, 
for performing a measurement/control function (paragraphs 0057-0058 and 0062); and 

• means for diffusing the configuration data from the first device to the second device 
(paragraphs 0057-0058 and 0062). 

As per claim 24, McDonnell discloses a measurement/control system, comprising: 

• a configuration data source that provides a set of configuration data that specifies a 
measurement/control function (paragraphs 0059 and 0062); and 

• a set of distributed devices each having means for obtaining the configuration data from 
the configuration data source and means for diffusing the configuration data among the 
distributed devices (paragraphs 0057-0058 and 0062). 

As per claim 1, McDonnell discloses: 

• wherein the means for diffusing includes means for determining a relative staleness of a 
set of configuration data stored in the distributed devices (paragraphs 0079 and 0081). 

As per claim 2, McDonnell discloses: 

• wherein the configuration data source includes a source kiosk that obtains the 
configuration data from an application server (paragraphs 0057-0058). 

As per claim 3, McDonnell discloses: 

• wherein the configuration data source is co-located with a service provider accessible by 
one or more of the distributed devices (paragraphs 0057-0058). 
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As per claim 4, McDonnell discloses: 

• wherein the means for diffusing includes means for forming a communication channel 
with a kiosk (paragraphs 0057-0058). 

As per claim 5, McDonnell discloses: 

• wherein the means for forming a communication channel includes means for forming a 
communication channel in response to a physical proximity to the kiosk (paragraphs 
0068-0071). 

As per claim 6, McDonnell discloses: 

• wherein the means for diffusing includes means for forming a communication channel 
with another of the distributed devices (col. 3, lines 1-8, col. 4, lines 5-67 and col. 5, lines 
1-27). 

As per claim 7, McDonnell discloses: 

• wherein the means for forming a communication channel includes means for forming a 
communication channel in response to a physical proximity (paragraphs 0064-0066). 

As per claim 8, McDonnell discloses: 

• wherein the means for diffusing includes means for determining a relative staleness of a 
set of configuration data stored in a kiosk and a set of configuration data stored in the 
distributed devices (paragraphs 0079 and 0081). 

As per claim 11, McDonnell discloses: 

• wherein the step of providing includes the step of obtaining the configuration data from 
an application server (paragraph 0058) . 

As per claim 12, McDonnell discloses: 
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• wherein the step of providing includes the step of co-locating the configuration data with 
a service provider accessible by one or more of the distributed devices (paragraphs 0057- 
0058) . 

As per claim 13, McDonnell discloses: 

• wherein the step of diffusing includes the step of forming a communication channel 
between a pair of the distributed devices and communicating the configuration data from 
one of the pair of distributed devices to the other of the pair of distributed devices 
(paragraphs 0068-0071) . 

As per claim 14, McDonnell discloses: 

• wherein the step of forming a communication channel includes the step of forming a 
communication channel in response to a physical proximity of the pair of distributed 
devices to each other (paragraphs 0068-007 1 ). 

As per claim 15, McDonnell discloses wherein the step of diffusing includes: 

• forming a first communication channel between a first one of the distributed and a kiosk 
(paragraphs 0064-0066); 

• communication the configuration data from the first distributed device and the kiosk via 
the first communication channel (paragraphs 0064-0066); 

• forming a second communication channel between a second one of the distributed 
devices and the kiosk (paragraphs 0064-0066) ; and 

• communicating the configuration data from the kiosk to the second distributed devices 
(paragraphs 0064-0066). 

As per claim 16, McDonnell discloses: 
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• wherein the step of forming the first communication channel includes the step of forming 
the first communication channel with the kiosk in response to a physical proximity to a 
physical proximity of the kiosk (paragraphs 0068-0071). 

As per claim 19, McDonnell discloses: 

• wherein the means for diffusing includes means for forming a communication channel to 
the second distributed device (paragraphs 0064-0066). 

As per claim 20, McDonnell discloses: 

• wherein the means for forming a communication channel includes means for forming a 
communication channel in response to a physical proximity between the first device and 
the one or more other distributed devices (paragraphs 0068-0071). 

As per claim 21, McDonnell discloses: 

• wherein the means for diffusing includes means for forming a communication channel 
between the first device and a kiosk (paragraphs 0064-0066). 

As per claim 25, McDonnell discloses: 

• wherein the step of diffusing includes the step of determining a relative staleness of 
different sets of configuration data (paragraphs 0079 and 0081). 

• As per claim 26, McDonnell discloses: 

• wherein the means of diffusing includes means for determining a staleness of the 
configuration data (paragraphs 0079 and 0081). 

• As per claim 27, McDonnell discloses: 

• where the first device is a portable wireless device, and wherein the second device is a 
portable wireless device (paragraph 0058). 
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Response to Arguments 
3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-8, 10-16, 18-22 and 24-27 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

3. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LASHONDA T. JACOBS whose telephone number is (571)272- 
4004. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 A.M. -5:00 P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on 571-272-4001 . The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/LaShonda T Jacobs/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2457 

Itj 

May 18,2009 



